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INTER-NETWORK OR WHAT WE SIMPLY NOW
KNOW AS THE INTERNET IS A SYSTEM OF
COMPUTER NETWORKS THAT ALLOWS USERS TO
COMMUNICATE WITH OTHER COMPUTER USERS
THROUGH DIFFERENT PLATFORMS SUCH US
WEBSITES, ONLINE PORTALS AND SOCIAL MEDIA.

WHAT IS ONLINE ANYWAY?
 

LET'S BREAK IT DOWN AND SIMPLIFY THIS
ROCKET SCIENCE.

The internet serves as the connection for data to be
transferred. The internet is said to have three layers:

What i s  t h e  Int e rn e t?

SURFACE
The surface is simply what we see on searches -
websites, social media platforms, shopping website.
This is the face of the internet that most users know.

DEEP
Under the surface is the deep web: a mass of pages that
are not indexed. These include pages held behind
passwords – the kind found on the office intranet, for
example, and pages no one links to, since Google and
others build their search indexes by following links
from one web page to another.

DARK
Buried in the deep web is the dark web, a bunch of
sites with addresses that hide them from view. To
access the dark web, you need special software such as
TOR (The Onion Router), a tool originally created by the
US navy for intelligence agents online.



Where  do  we  s t a r t?
Lets understand the basics of daily use online.

HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE ONLINE?
Around 49% of the world's population is estimated to
be online in some capacity by mid-2019.

THE MOST NETWORKS USED ONLINE ARE
SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITES -

Being online opens opportunity to many facets of the
world that is becoming a global community. It is
inexpensive, it is In Real Time and it is accessible to
everyone. It isn't limited by location, language,
physical ability, age or even education. It is placing
the world and everything in it - right in the palm of
your hand whether you be in Australia, Africa or
Antarctica

How doe s  ha v i ng  your  own
web s i t e  f i t  i n  a l l  t h i s?
Think of it as inviting your friends over at your house
for the first time but now you’re online. “Come and
visit me at my address, and you come to the street-
www.mywebsite.com  and then you come into my
house (website). “
 
Often I have clients who say they want a website but
don’t want to worry about the other stuff like a
domain  or hosting. Sorry, if you want one, you need
the other. Now, if you are preparing a check list of
the important things to prepare when having a
website here’s your handy list and why you need
them:
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Not all websites are created equal. Some are custom coded
that do all sorts of fancy things. One of the most popular is
Wordpress. It is an open source software which means it is
free to use courtesy of the creator Matt Mullenweg.
It is a framework if you will and the theme is the coat over
the framework. Some of the themes cannot be changed
except for the colours, or changing a panel or two on the
site. Other wordpress themes allow you to using a little code
(CSS) can modify things a bit more.

DOMAIN
Think of a Domain name as an address.  124 Jackson st =
www.mywebsite.com You want to visit me, then go to my
address at  www.mywebsite.com
You register a domain for about $20 a year.

HOSTING
The Hosting is like the Council Rates. Say it costs you $100 a
year and it is the land that your website sits on. You get all
extras in your account like email, SSL, security which = post
office, security patrols and rubbish collection.

WEBSITE THEME

PAGE BUILDER
Everything is being simplified and in this case, think Drag and
Drop. So you can actually have your site looking really flash,
by using a template and changing a few panels, blocks, text
and so on. They are becoming more common, most you have
to pay for but not much. Some of the popular ones are:
Beaver Builder, Divi, Thrive, Genesis etc.

EMAIL
Just like a house, I have a post box which is called the email.
Everyone that visits your online home can easily leave you
notes and messages when you have an email address.
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Let ' s  t a lk  abou t  Soc ia l  Media
Pla t f o rms

But understand, they make the rules. They can change the
rules to whatever they like and you have to abide by them.
If you wake up tomorrow and they have cancelled your
lease/pulled your account, there is nothing you can do
about it.
But having your own website (your own house) you make
the rules and it is your real estate.
 
There are so many platforms, you wouldn't believe and the
popularity changes so here is just an overview  of some of
the better known ones. 
 
Okay, so remember when I mentioned earlier that the
online users are said to be just 49% of the world’s
population?

SOCIAL MEDIA IS LIKE A RENTAL AGENCY, YOU
DON'T NEED TO BUILD A HOUSE (WEBSITE) BUT
YOU CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE MANY
FEATURES (RENTING AN APARTMENT)  THE
PLATFORM HAS.

Note: MAUs stands for Monthly Active Users, and MUVs
stands for Monthly Unique Visitors.
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The largest social media platform on this list — and by a
large margin. Facebook allows users to connect with
friends, family, and acquaintances across the globe. And
with more than 2 billion active monthly users it's ,most
likely that you're in it - follow us! 

FACEBOOK | 2.23 BILLION MAUS

FACEBOOK MESSENGER | 1.3 BILLION MAUS

Messenger used to be a messaging feature within
Facebook, and since 2011, Facebook has made
Messenger into a standalone app and greatly expanded
on its features. Businesses can now advertise, create
chatbots (we'll discuss this on another book, watch
out!),and more on Messenger. These features have given
businesses a myriad of new ways to engage and
connect with their customers.
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INSTAGRAM | 1 BILLION MAUS

Purchased by Facebook in 2012 (it was not cheap!),
Instagram has grown to a billion active users a month.
The social media platform allows users to share photos
and videos, and hosts live streaming. 

TWITTER | 335 MILLION MAUS
Users in this platform communicate via short messages
called “tweets.” While messages may be limited, it's a
unique way to catch audience attention by tweeting
something interesting and on point.

LINKEDIN | 294 MILLION MAUS

LinkedIn was originally a resume and job search site. But
as it became popular, it has evolved into a professional
social media site where industry experts share content,
and network with one another. It has also become a
place for businesses to establish their thought
leadership and authority in their industry and attract
talent to their company.

SNAPCHAT | 255 MILLION MAUS
Snapchat is a social media app that focuses on sharing
photos and short videos (as known as snaps) between
friends. It made the Stories format popular, which
eventually proliferated on other social media platforms
like Instagram and Facebook.



WhatsApp is a messaging app used by people in over
180 countries. Initially, WhatsApp was only used by
people to communicate with their family and friends.
Gradually, people started communicating with
businesses via WhatsApp. (Facebook now owns
Whatsapp as well)
Quick fact: this is the most popular messaging app in
China - not Facebook Messenger.

WHATSAPP | 1.5 BILLION MAUS

YOUTUBE | 1.9 BILLION MAUS
Though it’s had some contenders, YouTube remains the
largest and most popular video-sharing platform in the
world with more than 1.8 billion monthly active users.
The platform is great for sharing videos and music as
well as live streaming content across the web. It’s a
powerhouse for any of your video needs.
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TUMBLER | 642 MILLION MUVS

Tumblr is a microblogging and social networking site for
sharing text, photos, links, videos, audios, and more.
People share a wide range of things on Tumblr from cat
photos to art to fashion.
On the surface, a Tumblr blog can look just like any
other website. So many blogs that you come across
online might be using Tumblr!

PINTEREST | 250 MILLION MAUS

Pinterest is a place where people go to discover new
things and be inspired, quite unlike most social media
sites where engagement is the primary focus. According
to Pinterest, 78 percent of users say that content on
Pinterest from brands are useful (much higher than that
on other sites). This gives your brand an unique
opportunity to shape their purchasing decisions.

REDDIT |  330 MILLION MAUS
Reddit, also known as the front page of the Internet, is
a platform where users can submit questions, links, and
images, discuss them, and vote them up or down.
There are subreddits (i.e. dedicated forums) for pretty
much anything under the sun (and above). Subreddits,
however, have different levels of engagement so it’s
great to research to see if there are popular subreddits
that your brand can be part of. 
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PERFECT COUPLES
JUST LIKE WINE AND CHEESE, COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE, SOME

THINGS JUST WORK WELL TOGETHER.
 

LINKEDIN & TWITTER; 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

GOOGLE & YOUTUBE
TWITTER & PERISCOPE

But note that any product that is labelled as free,
means you may pay for it in a different way. It may
be as simple as your email address and then they
can mail you a newsletter. Full of information and
upsells, hey, it's to be expected and not too much of
a nuisance.
 
Phew! now we can come up for air!
 
Welcome to the surface! Together, let’s work
through the many different aspects of being online.
Join our Facebook Group to stay in touch.

Esther
Esther Anderson's journey took her
through e-commerce, website builds,
online marketing, domain name trading,
eBay and Amazon stores, event
promotion, social media management to
make a few niches. She had a lot of
learning along the way.
 
Esther founded several businesses online.
A successful web design agency Teck
Design and Marketing; a virtual staff
agency: Smart Office Online Services
(SMOFONSE); two podcasts: The Ins and
Outs of Outsourcing and The Digital
Technology Podcast Happy Hour With Tan
and Esther.
 
 Esther conducts training both in Australia and the Philippines. Her

expertise in assisting Business Owners to build their digital strategy
brought her to appear on the ABC Radio to talk about Cyber Safety and
Deciphering the Internet.

ABOUT ESTHER ANDERSON

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2598083803567372/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2598083803567372/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2598083803567372/

